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and attend to your own work, the loom and the spindle, and see
that the servants get on with theirs. The bow is the men's con-
cern, and mine above all; for I am master in this house/
Penelope was taken aback and retired to her own apartments
digesting the wisdom of her son's rebuke. Attended by her
maids she went upstairs to her bedroom, where she gave way to
tears for Odysseus, her beloved husband, till bright-eyed Athene
closed her eyes in grateful sleep.
Meanwhile the worthy swineherd had picked up the curved
bow and was taking it along, when protests rang out from all
the Suitors in the hall. He could hear one of the young bloods
yelling at him: 'Where are you taking that bow, wretched
swineherd and vagabond? If we could have our way, the very
dogs you've bred would tear you to pieces, out there among
your pigs where no one goes.'
The torrent of abuse brought Eumaeus to a standstill, and
cowed by the angry crowd in the hall he dropped the bow. But
now Telemachus' voice came loud and menacing from the
other side. forward there with the bow, old fellow! You'll
soon find that you can't obey us all. Take care I don't chase you
up the fields with a shower of stones. I may be young, but I'm a
brawnier man than you. And if only I had the same advantage
in muscle over all the hangers-on in the place, I'd soon be throw-
ing them out on their ears from this house of mine where they
hatch their ugly plots.'
The Suitors greeted this effusion with roars of merry
laughter, which took the edge off their resentment against Tele-
machus. The swineherd picked up the bow, carried it down the
hall to Odysseus and put it in his able hands. He then called the
nurse Eurycleia from her quarters and told her what to do.
'Eurycleia,' he said, 'you have a wise head on your shoulders.
Telemachus wants you to lock that close-fitting door to the
women's rooms. And if they hear groans or any other noise
from the men's part of the house, they are not to stir from their
quarters, but must stay quietly where they are and get on with
their work/

